MEDIA RELEASE
November 29, 2007

With the theme for World AIDS Day 2007 being “Stop AIDS. Keep the Promise - LEADERSHIP”, we need to ask, how are Canada’s “Leaders” measuring up?

      or, in short, do the Feds Really Give a Damn?

Come join together for a Rally & Protest

At Noon - Friday November 30th, 2007

On Parliament Hill, by the Centennial Flame
We hold our government accountable and we demand they start showing true “leadership”.  IT IS “TIME TO DELIVER”: STOP HIV/AIDS. STOP STALLING. STOP PRETENDING. KEEP THE PROMISE!

World AIDS Day 2007 marks another year of government duplicity, inaction and policy changes that harm and threaten the lives of people living with, affected by and at risk of HIV/AIDS.

    * The “new money” the federal Government committed last February to the important Canadian HIV Vaccine Initiative is in fact being taken out of vital prevention projects funded by the AIDS Community Action Program. As a result, Federal project funding for prevention and support in Ontario has already been cut by 58%.

    * A year after promising to reform Canada’s broken Access to Medicines Regime, the “new” government, “didn’t get it done”.  This program is meant to provide cheap generic medicines for treatment of HIV infection in developing countries. Not one pill has left the country.

    * Although harm reduction strategies have been scientifically proven to be effective in preventing HIV transmission among drug users, the federal government has quietly dropped the concept from the National Anti-Drug Strategy as part of a new American-style “war on drugs” policy on drugs.

    * The federal government has refused to recognize the Kelowna Accord, which included a five billion dollar commitment to Aboriginal health care, education, housing and economic development. Severe poverty and lack of access to health care are driving the spread of HIV in Aboriginal communities across Canada.

For more info, contact: 
· Kathleen Cummings, Executive Director, AIDS Committee of Ottawa,                       Phone: (613) 238-5014, ext. 227 E-Mail: ed@aco-cso.ca 
· Jay Koornstra, Executive Director, Bruce House,   Phone (613) 729-0911 ext. 24  or     (613) 720-9618 Email: ed@brucehouse.org 
